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we attended the Duke all of us.    And there, after my discourse, Mr. Coventry of his own accord begun to tell the Duke how he found that discourse abroad did run to his prejudice about the fees that he took, and how he sold places and other things; wherein  he   desired to appeal to his Highness, whether he did any thing more than what his predecessors did, and appealed to us all.    So Sir G. Carteret did answer that some fees were heretofore taken, but what he knows not; only that selling of places never was nor ought to be countenanced.    So  Mr. Coventry very hotly answered to Sir G. Carteret, and appealed to himself whether he was not one of the first that put him upon looking after this taking of fees, and that he told him that Mr. Smithl should say that he made ^5,000 the first year, and he believed he made ^7,000.    This Sir G. Carteret denied, and said, that if he did say so he told a lie, for he could not, nor did know, that ever he did make that profit of his place; but that he believes he might say, ^2,500 the first year.    Mr. Coventry instanced in another thing, particularly wherein Sir G. Carteret did advise with him about the selling of the Auditor's place of the stores, when in the beginning there was an intention of creating such an office. This he confessed, but with some lessening of the tale Mr. Coventry told,  it being only for a respect to my Lord FitzHarding.2    In fine, Mr.' Coventry did  put  into the Duke's hand a list of above 250 places that he did give without receiving one farthing, so much as his ordinary fees for them, upon his life and oath; and that since the Duke's establishment of fees he had never received one token more of any man; and that in his whole life he never conditioned or discoursed of any consideration from any commanders since he came to the Navy.    And afterwards, my Lord Barkeley merrily discoursing that  he  wished  his  profit
1  The Mr. Smith here referred to would appear to be Thomas Smith, who was Secretary of the Admiralty in   1638, about which time  Sir George Carteret (then Captain Carteret) held the office of Comptroller of the Navy.
2  Sir Charles Berkeley, mentioned before, created Lord Berkeley of Rathdown and Viscount Fitzharding in Ireland,  1663, second son to Sir Charles Berkeley of Bruton, co. Somerset;  created an English peer by the titles of Lord Botetourt of Landport and Earl of  Falmouth, March 6th, 1665.    Killed in the great sea-fight, June 3rd, 1665.wenty-seven                  *
